Classic Design Ideas

By Paul Andrew
An important part of the interior design process is deciding if you want to use an interior design style.  There are many to choose from including cottage, contemporary/modern, country, formal, mission, shaker, classic/traditional and southwest.  You will want to take into account your lifestyle, the structure, needs of your family and your budget before choosing a style.  Some interior designers prefer that their clients choose a design style and others encourage clients to create a plan that includes elements from many different styles and other ideas that are unique to the client.

If you feel overwhelmed by the choices you can never go wrong by choosing a classic design style.  Classic design is traditional and falls somewhere between the casual and formal styles.  An entire room can be done in the classic design or you can choose to incorporate certain design elements into an existing room that needs to be less casual.

The traditional/classic design style is known for its dark colors, rich fabrics and ornate designs.  Popular colors include burgundy, emerald green, dark purple and chocolate.  Furniture may be made of leather and floors have dark stains.  Some designers are updating the look by adding bright contrasting colors to accent pillows, wall artwork and accessories.

Some favorite classic design ideas are:

Historical Themes
Antiques – Antique furniture adds a classic look to any room in your home.  Choose simple, timeless designs and pieces that are in good shape and made to last.  If you find a piece you love but it is not in good shape consider hiring a professional to restore it to its original beauty. 
Vintage Fabric – It is getting more difficult to find just the right rich, dark fabric needed for a traditional room design.  Search for vintage fabric locally or online and use to upholster a special piece of furniture, for pillows or spoil yourself by incorporating them as wall treatments.

Distress Your Floors – If you already have hardwood floors you can have them hand distressed in order to make them look antique or more "classic".  This popular technique includes creating slight gaps between boards and making the wood look more worn.

Light Fixtures and Lamps – Replace your light fixtures and lamps with period reproduction pieces.  Consider using pieces that are handmade rather than mass produced for a more classic and customized look.


Period Art – Create a wall gallery of period art from one historical era.  Arrange artwork in unique and eye catching groups and add distressed frames if necessary. The secret to a captivating display is to go with an odd number of objects.
Crown Molding – Adding an ornate crown molding (or cornice) can add a great deal of eye appeal to your walls.  Crown molding originated in Greece thousands of years ago and has remained a classic design element.

Classic Rugs – Add rugs with a decorate design and ornate pattern to match your traditional design style.  Choose rugs that are soft, plush and in those deep, dark colors that are considered "classic". 
Decorative Accents – Find antique or reproduction frames for your treasured family photos.  Consider using an antique wall or grandfather clock.  Visit estate sales, auctions and online to discover pieces that fit your design vision.

The Surprise Element – While you can follow classic design principles to the letter to create a traditional room that will fit into any home you really want something that is uniquely you.  Remember to infuse your personality into to your decorating scheme.  Use design principles to guide you in your decorating decisions not as a blueprint that you must follow.  Create a little whimsy or an unexpected touch to show your guests that you don’t take yourself too seriously while still showcasing a beautiful space.

Classic and traditional design will never go out of style and can be updated to reflect a more modern approach.  With the advent of technology it has become easier to find just the right antique pieces or vintage fabrics that can make a classic design idea come to life.  This can take a great deal of work to find and place the right design elements so consider hiring an interior designer to make your new or redesign project a much easier process.

About Paul Andrew

With more than two decades of design experience, designer Paul Andrew’s style and intuition has matured and helped to build Style for Life Interiors into a full service design firm that offers home staging, art acquisition, shopping trips, renovations, and new construction consulting.

Under the guidance of Paul, Style for Life Interiors has performed more than 100 transformations for its residential and commercial clients.

Having decorated homes in the suburbs of New Jersey, New York,  and Connecticut, Paul especially enjoys creating townhome spaces that give owners the opportunity to be engulfed in special spaces that are uniquely their own.  Paul can be reached at pandrew@styleforlifeinteriors.com
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